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Africa is at the centre of the International Solar Alliance’s (ISA) mission to accelerate solor-
powered dzvelopment and achieve universal energy access.

With the world's highest solar potential and fast-growing economies driving up energy demand,
large-scale solar deployment can bridge the continent’s enargy oap with clean, affordabi
solutions
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ISA's Africa Regional Meeting In Accra To Catalyse Solar Finance Skills And Innovation

26 August 2025 | New Delhi,
India:

frica s at the centre of the

International Solar Alliance’s

(ISA) mission to accelerate
solar-powered development and
achieve universal energy access.
With the world's highest solar
potential and fast-growing
economies driving up energy
demand, large-scale solar
deployment can bridge the
continent's energy gap with clean,
affordable solutions. The upcoming
Regional Committee Meeting (RCM)
for Africa in Accra will be a pivotal
moment to channel

isa

'SEVENTH MEETING OF THE

ISA REGIONAL COMMITTEE

FOR THE AFRICA | wadd

illars—Catalytic Finance
Hub, Global Capability Centre and
Digitisation, Technology Roadmap

strengthen institutional capacity, and
align the continent's solar ambitions
with global action

In the run-up to the Meeting, Mr
Ashish Khanna, Director General,
International Solar Alliance, noted,
“Africa receives less than 2% of
global clean energy investments,
even as over 600 million people
remain without access to electricity
despite the continent's vast solar
potential. This must change. At the
Regional Committee Meetingin
Accra, we are moving from ambition
to action— partnering on platforms
like Mission 300, bringing
governments, financiers, innovators,
and partners together to unlock
private sector-led solar investments,
strengthen policies and institutions,
and build local capacity. Guided by

National Lottery Authority Rolls Out New
Sticker To Curh Illegal Lotto ratinns

By Ben LARYEA

s part of efforts to enhance
government revenue for
socio-economic

infrastructure and development, the
National Lottery Authority (NLA) has
unvelled a new sticker mechanism to
curb the operations of illegal lotto
operations.

The move is in partnership with the
NLA and the Concerned Lotto Agents
Association of Ghana (CLAAG) to
bring transparency in the lottery
industry.

Addressing the media in Accra, the
Director-General of NLA, Mr.
Mohammed Abdul-Sallam said the
gesture forms part of ongoing
reforms to reset the Authority to
enable government to adequately
reap the needed revenue and to
scale up the operations of the
Authority.

He said stakeholders in the lottery
industry from the 1" of September

this year will sign on the initiative
‘which will enable the Authority to

also identify licensed lottery

— we are
advancing initiatives such as the
Africa Solar Facility, facilitating solar
led agricultural transformation and
STAR-Centres of Excellence to de-risk
capital, foster innovation, provide
gital and Al solutions to create jobs
and inclusive growth. Our goal is not
just to share solutions, but to shape
them together with African
nations—ensuring no one is left
behind in the solar revolution.”

1SA's strategy - anchored in catalytic
finance, integrated institutional
strengthening, technology
roadmaps, policy innovation, and Al
and digital interventions — will
shape the RCM agenda through side
events, technical sessions, and high-
level dialogues aimed at delivering
tangible results.

Key focus areas and expected

and Policy, and Regional and

operators and writers from the illegal 2

ones.
According to him, the Authority will
flush out illegal operators and urged
all players in the industry to
cooperate with the exercise, adding
that the Authority would sanction
those who operate against the rules
of the NLA.

Mr. Abdul-Sallam however called on
lotto operators to comply with the
rules and regulations governing the
sticker and to bring to bear
transparency and sanity in the lottery
industry.

For his part, the Executive Secretary
of the Concerned Lotto Agents
Association of Ghana, Mr. kwaku
Duah Tawiah challenged operators to
abide by the rules of the sticker,
saying its primary purpose s to flush
out the unregistered operators as
well as illegal agents and writers.

He again urged private operators to
collaborate with the NLA and CLAAG

outcomes include:

1. Catalytic Finance to Unlock

Solar Investments.

Persistent barriers—high perceived
risk, underdeveloped financial
markets, and limited concessional
flows—continue to impede solar
expansion. The RCM will spotlight
ISA's financing instruments — the
Africa Solar Facility (ASF) of USD 200
million, and the Multi-Donor Trust
Fund (MDTF) with technical assistance
resources of USD 25 million — which
deploy blended finance, de-risk
investments, and mobilise both public
and private capital. Engagements will
connect Member Countries and DFis
with opportunities to leverage these
vehicles, enriched by insights from
sovereign wealth, pension, and impact
funds.

2. Building Africa’s Solar

Workforce and Institutions

Africa's limited share of global clean
energy investment has also
constrained job creation, with the
continent recording just 324,000
renewable energy jobs in 2023 (IRENA,
2024). Institutional capacity remains.
one of the most critical enablers for
skilling of human resources that would
carry out the solar energy
deployment. The integrated
ecosystem consists of the Solar
Technology Application Resource
Centres (STAR-C), with ten such
centres already operational in Africa,
which provide testing labs, technical
training, innovation, and institutional
strengthening. ISA plans to join forces

to help expose operators who have
still not registered with the Authority,
adding that they must do so to avoid
sabotaging of the lottery operations
across the country.

Mr. Andrew Tuah, Head of Operations
of NLA called on all stakeholders to
support the initiative effectively and
efficiently to enable government
receive the needed revenue to build
projects across the country.

“For sanity in the lottery industry to
prevail, | urge all to duly register with
the Authority to restore dignity in the
lottery space”, he said.

He commended the media for their
tireless effort for the continuous
information and the education of all
activities and operations of lottery in
the country.

with the Indian Institute of Technology
Delhi, the French Institut National de
IEnergie Solaire (INES), and the
National Power Training Institute (NPTI)
in the endeavour to connect them with
state-of-the-art digital solutions
through a Global Capability Centre. At
the RCM, ISA plans to huddle with
Member Countries, Partner
Organisations, and technical
universities to elevate its integrated
institutional strengthening ecosystem
by building National Delivery Units
under the banner of Mission 300 to
achieve its ambitious targets

3. Solar for Food Security
The FAO estimates that over 95 per
cent of Africa’s farmland remains rain-
fed, which poses risks for the region's
agricultural sector that employs over 60
per cent of Africa's workforce but
requires the import of over USD 400 bn
of food in Africa currently. Lack of
reliable energy hampers irrigation,
proper storage of the farm produce and
its delivery to markets. Solar-powered
agricultural applications offer
transformative potential for the food-
energy-water nexus, as explored in
detail by the ISA programme 'Scaling
Solar Applications for Agricultural Use'
(SSAAU). The RCM will host a session on
solar for food security, showcasing
solutions piloted by ISA under one of its
projects, including solar irrigation and
cold storage systems - aimed at
reducing food spoilage, boosting
productivity, and creating rural
livelihoods - with insights from ISA

Member Countries.
4. Digitalisation and Al for
Energy Transformation

Digital transformation of the energy
sector is no longer optional - it Is
foundational for scaling sofar
deployment in an efficient, resilient,
and inclusive manner. As per the [EA
(2023), the adoption of digital
technologies has the potential to
generate savings of up to USD 1.8
trillion in global grid investments by
2050 through enhanced utilisation and
extended lifespan of existing
infrastructure. However, while
advanced economies have embraced
digital infrastructure and Al-driven
energy systems, a significant digital
divide persists across the globe. The
RCM will facilitate discussions on the
role of digital public infrastructure,
including Al-driven energy management
systems, digital twins, and digital
procurement platforms in enabling
smart solar expansion.

Through these engagements, ISA aims.
to foster catalytic finance, institutional
resilience, digital innovation, and cross-
sector integration, directly supporting
SDG 7 and Paris Agreement goals. The
partnerships and roadmaps forged in
Accra will be instrumental in translating
Africals solar potential into sustainable,
inclusive growth

About the ISA Regional Committee for
the Africa Region

The Regional Committees of the ISA
meet annually, chaired by two Vice

Presidents from the Region, and aim
to assess and discuss progress,
challenges, and opportunities related
to ISA's programmatic suppart,
fiagship initiatives, partnerships,
private sector engagements, and work
plan for the Region. A significant goal
of the Regional Committee Meetings
is smooth coordination among the
Region's Member Countries. At
present, the Africa Region hosts 39
Member Countries and 07 Signatory
Countries.
About the International Solar
Alliance
The International Solar Alliance is a
global initiative launched in 2015 by
India and France at COP21 in Paris. It
has 124 Member and Signatory
Countries. The Alliance works with
governments to improve energy
access and security worldwide and
promotes solar power as a sustainable
transition to a clean energy future.
ISA's mission is to unlock investments
in solar energy while reducing the
cost of technology and financing it. It
romotes the use of solar energy in
agriculture, healthcare,
transportation, and power generation
sectors.
1A Member Countries are driving
change by enacting policies and
regulations, sharing best practices,
agreeing on common standards, and
mobilising investments. Through this
work, ISA has identified, designed and
tested new business models for solar
projects; supported governments to
make their energy legislation and
policies solar friendly through Ease of
Doing Solar analytics and advisory;
pooled demand for solar technology
from different countries; and drove
down costs; improved access to
finance by reducing the risks and
making the sector more attractive to
private investment; increased access
to solar training, data and insights for
solar engineers and energy
policymakers.
With its advocacy for solar-powered
solutions, ISA aims to transform lives,
bring clean, reliable, and affordable
energy to communities worldwide,
fuel sustainable growth, and improve
quality of life.
On 6 December 2017, 15 countries.
signed and ratified the ISA Framework
Agreement, making ISA the first
international intergovernmental
organisation headquartered in India.
1SA s partnering with multilateral
development banks (MDBs),
development financial institutions
(DFls), private and public sector
organisations, civil society, and other
international institutions to deploy
cost-effective and transformational
solutions through solar energy,
especially in the least Developed
Countries (LDCs) and the Small Island
Developing States (SIDS).
For more information, visit the ISA
website:
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Stakeholders to deliberate on solar
financing, innovation
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Stakeholders in the continent's energy sector will converge on Accra to discuss practical
ways to catalyse solar finance, enhance institutional capacity and foster innovation to
accelerate solar energy deployment to achieve universal energy access.

The stakeholders, including government officials from member countries of the International
Solar Alliance (ISA), financiers, innovators, technical experts and non-governmental
organisations, are expected to participate in the regional committee meeting, which would
feature high-level dialogues, technical sessions and side events to facilitate discussions on
solar energy initiatives.

With 124 members and signatory countries, the ISA, a global initiative launched in 2015 by
India and France at COP21 in Paris, works with governments to improve energy access and
security worldwide and promotes solar power as a sustainable transition to a clean energy
future.

ECONOMY

ISA Africa Meeting in Accra to Catalyse Solar Finance and
Skills

Accra. Aug. 27, GNA — Accra will next week host the Africa Regional Committee Meeting of the International Solar
Alliance {ISA), aimed at driving solar investments, strengthening capacity, and advancing innovation to close the
continent's energy gap
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m Africa is at the centre of the International Solar Alliance’s (ISA) mission to accelerate

solar-powered development and achieve universal energy access. With the world’s

Africa is at the centre of the International Solar Alliance’s (ISA) mission to accelerate solar-powered
development and achieve universal energy access. With the world’s highest solar potential and fast- I : . :
growing economies driving up energy demand, large-scale solar deployment can bridge the continent's scale solar deployment Sl brlcge the continent’s energy gap with clean, affordable

energy gap with clean, affordable soiutions. solutions.
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ISA’s Africa Regional Meeting in
Accra to catalyse solar finance, skills
and innovation
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Africa is at the centre of the International Solar Alliance™s (ISA) mission to accelerate solar-
powered development and achieve universal energy access. With the world’s highest solar
potential and fast-growing economies driving up energy demand, large-scale solar

deployment can bridge the continent’s energy gap with clean, affordable solutions.

The upcoming Regional Committee Meeting (RCM) for Africa in Accra will be a pivotal
moment to channel investments. strengthen institutional capacity. and align the continent’s

solar ambitions with global action.

In the run-up to the Meeting. M1 Ashish Khanna, Director General, International Solar
Alliance, noted, “Africa receives less than 29 of global clean energy investments, even as
over 600 million people remain without access to electricity despite the continent’s vast

solar potential.

This must change. At the Regional Committee Meeting in Accra. we are moving from
ambition to action— partnering on platforms like Mission 300, bringing governments,
financiers, innovators, and partners together to unlock private sector-led solar investments,

strengthen policies and institutions, and build local capacity.
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International Solar Alliance to host seventh Africa
Regional Committee meeting in Ghana from Sept 2
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Key initiatives include the Africa Solar acility (U 200 milln} and Multi-Donor Trust Fund (USD 25
million) to de-risk investments, the expansion of STAR-Centres of Excellence for skills and innovation,
and solar applications for agriculture to enhance food security. Discussions will also spotlight digital
and Al-driven solutions for efficient, inclusive solar deployment.

The ISAis a collaborative initiative between India and France aimed at uniting efforts to combat
climate change by implementing solar energy solutions. It was conceptualised on the sidelines of
COP21in Paris in 2015.

Following a 2020 amendment to its Framework Agreement, all UN member states are now eligible to

join the Alliance.
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International Solar Alliance to host seventh Africa

Regional Committee meeting in Ghana from Sept
2

The meeting will bring together governments, development partners, financiers, and innovators to unlock solar
investments, strengthen institutions, and accelerate energy access across the continent.

New Delhi | September 2. 2025 10-36 pm

he International Solar Alliance (ISAY) will host the Seventh Regional Commutiee MMeeting (ROCKD) of
I the Africa Region in Accra, Ghana_ from September 2 to 4.

The meeting will bring together governments. development partners. financiers. and inmovators to unlock

solar investments, strengthen mstitutions, and accelerate energy access across the continent.
Advertisement

Africa with the world’s highest solar potential. still receives less than 2 per cent of global clean energy

investments, leaving over 600 million people without electricity, the release stated.

Advertisement

“*This must change The RCM in Accra marks a shift from ambition to action. ™ said Ashish Khanna_
Director General, IS

The agenda will focus on ISA™s four pillars — catalytic finance. institutional capacity. technology and
policy. and regional partnerships.

Key initiatives include the Africa Solar Facility (IIJSD 200 million) and MMulti-Dronor Trust Fund (USD 25
million) to de-risk investments. the expansion of STAR Centres of Excellence for skills and innovation. and

solar applications for agniculture to enhance food security.
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The upcoming Regional Committee Meeting (RCM) for Africa in
Accra will be a pivotal moment to channel investments,
strengthen institutional capacity, and align the continent’s solar
ambitions with glohal action.

Africa is at the centre of the International Solar Alliance's (ISA) mission to accelerate solar-
powered development and achieve universal energy access. With the world's highest solar
potential and fast-growing economies driving up energy demand, large-scale solar
deployment can bridge the continent’s energy gap with clean, affordable solutions. The
upcoming Regional Committee Meeting (RCM) for Africa in Accra will be a pivotal moment
to channel investments, strengthen institutional capacity, and align the continent’s solar
ambitions with global action.

In the run-up to the Meeting, Mr Ashish Khanna, Director General, International Solar
Alliance, noted, "Africa receives less than 2% of global clean energy investments, even as
over 600 million people remain without access to electricity despite the continent’s vast
solar potential This must change. At the Regional Committee Meeting in Accra, we are
moving from ambition to action— partnering on platforms like Mission 300, bringing
governments, financiers, innovators, and partners together to unlock private sector-led
solar investments, strengthen policies and institutions, and build local capacity. Guided by
ISA's four pillars—Catalytic Finance Hub, Global Capability Centre and Digitisation,
Technology Roadmap and Policy, and Regional and Country-level Engagement — we are
advancing initiatives such as the Africa Solar Facility, facilitating solar led agricultural
transformation and STAR-Centres of Excellence to de-risk capital, foster innovation, provide
digital and Al solutions to create jobs and inclusive growth. Our goal is not just to share
solutions, but to shape them together with African nations—ensuring no one is left behind
in the solar revolution.”
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International Solar Alliance Seventh Africa
Regional Committee Meeting Starts Today In
Accra, Ghana

- BW Online Bureau | & Sep 02, 2025

In the run-up to the Meeting, Ashish Khanna, Director General, International Solar
Alliance, noted, “Africa receives less than 2 per cent of global clean energy investments
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Africa is at the centre of the International Solar Alliance’s (ISA) mission to accelerate solar-
powered dewvelopment and achieve wniversal energy access. With the world's highest solar
potential and fast-growing economies driving up energy demand, large-scale solar deployment
can bridge the continent’s energy gap with clean, affordable soclutions. The upcoming Regional
Committee Meeting (RCM) for Africa in Accra will be a pivotal moment to channel investments,

strengthen institutional capacity, and align the continent’s solar ambitions with global action.

In the run-up to the Meeting, Ashish Khanna, Director General, International Solar
Alliance, noted, “Africa receives less than 2 per cent of global clean energy investments, even as
over 600 million people remain without access to electricity despite the continent’s wast solar
potential. This must change. At the Regional Committee Meeting in Accra, we are moving from
ambition to action— partnering on platforms like Mission 300, bringing governments, financiers,
innmnowvators, and partners together to unlock private sector-led solar investments, strengthen
policies and institutions, and build local capacity. Guided by 15A's four pillars—Catalytic Finance
Hub, Global Capability Centre and Digitisation, Technology Roadmap and Policy, and Regional and
Country-level Engagement — we are adwvancing initiatives such as the Africa Solar Facility,
tacilitating solar led agricultural transformation and STAR-Centres of Excellence to de-risk capital.,
foster innowvation, provide digital and Al solutions to create jobs and inclusive growth. Our goal is
not just to share solutions, but to shape them together with African nations—ensuring no one is

left behind in the solar revolution.”

Accra Hosts Africa’s Solar Finance
Meeting

2y Daity Date: September 1, 2025

EEEE

The International Solar Alliance (ISA) is set to host its Africa Regional Committee

Meeting (RCM) in Accra, a landmark gathering aimed at unlocking investments,
building institutional capacity. and accelerating solar deployment across the

continent.

Africa, with the world’'s highest solar potential yet the lowest access to clean
energy finance, remains at the heart of ISA’s mission. Over 600 million people on
the continent still lack electricity, while Africa receives less than 2% of global
clean energy investments. ISA Director General Ashish Khanna stressed the
urgency of bridging this gap., noting that the Accra meeting will focus on mowving

“from ambition to action.”

The meeting will showcase ISA's flagship financing tools, including the Africa
Solar Facility (USD 200 million) and the Multi-Donor Trust Fund (USD 25
million), designed to de-risk investments and attract both public and private
capital. By connecting governments, financiers, and development banks, ISA
seeks to mobilize blended finance solutions to accelerate large-scale solar

projects.
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[ Key initiatives include the Africa Solar Facility (200 miIIin) and Multi-Donor Trust Fund (USD 25
million) to de-risk investments, the expansion of STAR-Centres of Excellence for skills and innovation,
and solar applications for agriculture to enhance food security. Discussions will also spotlight digital

and Al-driven solutions for efficient, inclusive solar deployment.

The ISAis a collaborative initiative between India and France aimed at uniting efforts to combat
climate change by implementing solar energy solutions. It was conceptualised on the sidelines of
COP21in Paris in 2015.

Following a 2020 amendment to its Framework Agreement, all UN member states are now eligible to

join the Alliance.

finance, skills, and Al adﬂpﬁﬂﬂl

The miseting will deliberate om ways to acceberate solar

on financing, food security, skills dewelopemient and digitalisation.
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Wewr Delhi: Africs, which
accounts for less than 2 per
ocent of global cleen energsr
imrestments despite its vest
solar potentiel, will be the
focus of the Interneiional
Solar Allisnce’s (IS4
Fegionsl Commirtee Meeting (RCM) in Accrs this weel.

The mesting will deliberete on ways to sccelsrete soler deployment in
Africs, with emphasis on fimencing, food security, skills developrment and
timitalizasi

Announcins the event, IS4 Director Generel Ashish Bhenna ssid, “4c the
Regions! Committes Meeting in Accre, we Ere moving from ambition to
sction—partnerins on plarforms like Mission 300, bringing governments,
finenciers, innovetors, and partners together o unlock privets sector-led
solar imrestments, strengthen policies and instdtudons, and build kocsl
capacity”

ISA’s Africa meet to chart pathways for solar

deploymient in Africa, with ermphasis

=
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ISA Africa Meeting in Accra to Catalyse Solar Finance and Skills

15A Africa Meeting in Accra to Catalyse Solar Finance and Skills

Africa-Press — Ghana. Accra will next week host the Africa Regional Committee Meeting of the International Solar

Alliance (ISA), aimed at driving solar investments, strengthening capacity, and advancing innovation fo close the

continent’s energy gap.

The meeting 1s expected to bring together governments, financiers, innovators, and development partners to mobilise resources for

Africa’s solar future.

International Solar Alliance to Host Seventh Regional Committee
Meeting

International Solar Alliance’s Regional Committee Meeting (RCM) for Africa will be a

pivotal moment to channel investments, strengthen institutional capacity and align the
continent’s solar ambitions with global action.

September 02, 2025. By News Bureau

.
s sz
15a

SEVENTH MEETING OF THE
ISA REGIONAL COMMITTEE
FOR THE AFRICA REGION

CATALYZING SOLAR INVESTMENTS AND
INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY ACROSS THE CONTINENT

02 - 04 SEPTEMBER 2025

ACCRA, GHARA
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ANI | Updated: Sep 02, 2025 05:49 IST

New Delhi [India], September 2 (ANI): The International Solar Alliance (ISA) will host
the Seventh Regional Committee Meeting (RCM) of the Africa Region in Accra,
Chana, from September 2 to 4.

The meeting will bring together governments, development partners, financiers,
and innovators to unlock solar investments, strengthen institutions, and accelerate
energy access across the continent.

Africa, with the world's highest solar potential, still receives less than 2 per cent of
global clean energy investments, leaving over 600 million people without
electricity, the release stated.

"This must change. The RCM in Accra marks a shift from ambition to action," said
Ashish Khanna, Director General, ISA.

The agenda will focus on ISA's four pillars -- catalytic finance, institutional capacity,
technology and policy, and regional partnerships.

Publication Environmental Guide News
Date of Publish September 1, 2025

Edition Digital

News Link Link

The International Solar Alliance (ISA) is set to host its Africa Regional Committee Meeting (RCM) in Accra,
a landmark gathering aimed at unlocking investments, building institutional capacity, and accelerating
solar deployment across the continent.

Africa, with the world’s highest solar potential yet the lowest access to clean energy finance, remains at
the heart of ISA's mission. Over 600 million people on the continent still lack electricity, while Africa
receives less than 2% of global clean energy investments. ISA Director General Ashish Khanna stressed
the urgency of bridging this gap, noting that the Accra meeting will focus on moving “from ambition to
action.”

The meeting will showcase |SA's flagship financing tools, including the Africa Solar Facility (USD 200
millien) and the Multi-Donor Trust Fund (USD 25 million), designed to de-risk investments and attract
both public and private capital. By connecting gavernments, financiers, and development banks, ISA
seeks to mobilize blended finance solutions to accelerate large-scale solar projects.

Another key priority is workforce development and institutional strengthening. Despite a growing demand
for clean energy, Africa accounted for just 324,000 renewable energy jobs in 2023. I1SA is scaling up its
network of Selar Technology Application Resource Centres (STAR-C), with ten already operational across
Africa, offering technical training, testing labs, and innovation platforms. Partnerships with institutions
such as IIT Delhi, France’s INES, and India's NPTI will further connect African institutions to advanced
digital solutions.
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' + John Abdulai Jinapor (3rd from right), Minister of Energy and Green Transition,

¢ answering some questions at the press conference. With him are Ashish Khanna

! (2nd from right), Director-General, International Solar Alliance, and some ministers
from neighbouring African countries. Picture: BENEDICT OBUOBI

Power supply stable,
- surplus being exported
— Energy Minister

il Al U N

"

By Beatrice Laryea

THE country’s power supply
System is now stable, with surplus
energy being exported, the
Minister of Energy and Green
Transition, John Abdulai Jinapor,
has said, adding that efforts are
being made to achieve universal
electricity access.

“Our power supply is fairly
stable. We have enough, and we
are even exporting. Our vision is to
have a minimum of 10 per cent of
our ergy mix er

forth is to work to deploy solar
irrigation pumps across the
country,” he added.
The minister disclosed this at
a press briefing at the 7th
of the International Solar Alliance
(ISA) Regional Committee for the
Africa Region in Accra yesterday.
The summit, which started on
September 2 and ended yesterday,
and

They included Malawi, Liberia,

"Without affordable,

clean and reliable

energy, our ambitions,
industrialisation, job
creation, food security,
and climate resilience

will remain out of
reach.” =

12052021
Truth &
Accuracy

Every Day

Seychelles, Comoros, Nigeria, The
Gambia, Somalia and SaoTome
and Principe, and representatives
from 39 member countries and 7
signatory nations.

Among issues discussed were
actionable strategies for energy
access, solar innovation and

- climate-resilient growth.

Solar pumps

The minister also said that the
government was planning to
deploy solar irrigation pumps
across the country to support year-
round farming, especially during
 the dry season.

- “India has pioneered it,and we
want to learn from them. They
have agreed that they will
collaborate with us,” he said,
adding that an MoU would be
signed to that effect and would
include the training of artisans.

Energy gaps
Earlier at the summit, Mr
~Jinapor  highlighted Africa’s
I‘ deepening energy crisis and said
over 600 million Africans lacked
electricity access, with nearly one

_ billion people lacking clean

cooking solutions,
especially in rural areas.

He said, despite being
the sunniest continent,
Africa generates only four
per cent of global solar
power and receives less
than two per cent of global
clean energy investment.

“Africa’s energy inequity
extends far beyond
infrastructure. It reflects
underinvestment, unequal
acgess and  structural
barriers that hinder our

= progress. o

.

"without affordable,clean,and
reliable energy, our ambitions,
industrialisation, job creation,
food security, and climate
resilience will remain out of
reach.

“Universal access to energy is
not merely a development goal, it
is a moral imperative and central
to realising Sustainable
Development Goal Seven by 2030,"
the minister said.

He further emphasised the
importance of innovative and
practical solutions such as
Floating Solar Photovolraics
(FSPV) to address Africa’s energy
crisis.

Mr Jinapor said Africa’s energy
transition must go beyond

megawatts to
communities and secure
resources for sustainable
development.
Ratification

The Director-General of ISA,
Ashish Khanna, said the
organisation comprised 124
member countries.

He said the meeting ratified
the launch of the Africa Solar
Facility, a $200 million catalytic
fund—s$7s million of which would
be operational by the end of 2025
to unlock over $800 million in
private-sector investment for

beginning in Nigeria.
Additionally, Mr Khanna said

ISA would establish 12 solar.

technology education rescurce
centres across Africa, including
one in Ghana, to provide technical
training, testing labs, and youth
incubation to foster local
expertise and innovation in solar
energy. 3
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Boosting private sector investment:
ISA pushes for policy reforms

that only six per cent of its farmland was | Technology Application Resource
irrigated compared with 60 percentin | Centres (STAR-C),which provide

By Kwame Larweh

HE Director General of the

International Solar Alliance

(ISA), Ashish Khanna, has

urged African nations to

create policies and

frameworks that attract
private sector investment in solar
energy.

Speaking on the sidelines of the
Seventh Regional Committee Meeting of
the ISA in Accra, Ghana, Mr Khanna
stressed that without private sector
participation, the continent would
struggle to scale up solar energy
deployment.

“africa has over 600 million people
without access to reliable electricity, yet
the continent received only two per cent
of the $2 trillion global clean energy
investments in the last fiscal year.

“Our big role is how solar can
contribute to energy access and for
‘private sector investment,” he said.

Mr Khanna stated that investment in
solar was not only about lighting homes
but also about job creation and boosting
productivity in agriculture and other key
sectors. He added that digital
infrastructure was equally important for
improving efficiency and transparency.

“Not a single country has solar
dominated by the public sector. Those
that succeeded in bringing down costs
relied heavily on private investment,” he
said, adding, “If you can have
digitisation, then it's easy to see where
the inefficiencies are”.

Transparency

In Ghana, he called for the
introduction of a transparent cash
waterfall mechanism for Independent
Power Producers (IPPs), which would
encourage fair competition and attract
more investors into solar projects.

The three-day conference, which
opened on September 2, is being held on
the theme: “Catalysing Solar '
Investments and Institutional Capacity
Across the Continent™

The conference drew government
officials from 124-member and signatory
countries of the ISA, as well as financiers,
jnnovators, technical experts and non-
governmental organisations (NGOSs).

The ISA, which was founded in 2015
by India and France at COP21 in Paris,
works with governments to promote
solar power as a clean and sustainable
energy source, improve energy access,
and enhance energy security.

Mr Khanna also drew attention to
Ghana’s agricultural potential, stating

countries such as India and China.
“I1f Ghana wants food security, it

needs more
irrigation, and the
easiest way to
achieve that is
through solar
pumps,” he said.

He announced
that the ISA would
soon launch a $200
million Africa Solar
Facility to support
distributed
renewable energy
projects such as
mini-grids and solar
pumps.The fund is
designed to mitigate
risks for private
investors by offering
guarantees,
encouraging
investment in
critical areas of
energy access and
agriculture.

Khanna highlighted
the ISA’s Solar

training in solar technology

operations and maintenance for local

personnel across member countries.
= > S—Y

= Ashish Khanna — Director-General of International
Solar Alliance

—
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overmament plans o
feploy solar-powered
irrigation pamps
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pact with che International Solsr
Alliance (ISA), Encrpgy and
Creen Transioon Minister john
linapor has anoounced i a
move atmed ar boostng all-vear
Stesand crop produaction
4 Farming in Ghana is
Bargely rain-fod, lcaving
W idle during the six-
manth dry scascon Mo Jinapos
‘reporters on the sadelines
L of the scventh ISA Repional
B Commutics mecting for Sfncs
Lo Accra. “Pardculardy in sosne
Pt of the country, for close o
sizx mooths during the dry
b our farmers
£ on Tain-fed agriculturc
© they warnially have no acnivry,
C e sand.
- The minanve, ploncered
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ansian farmers sustain

mammy

work and collsboarare with us so
that we can install these solar
pumprs. By installing these solnr
pumps, wha: happens s thar
Ghanaans (farmers) will he ablc
tor cngage in productive
agriculture afl-year-round ™

IHe disclosed thar an
ngreement has already been
sipnod with ISA inthe form of =
Mecm o ran um o §f
Linderstandinge (Mol A oy
aspect of the projece, he nnu:d
will be the promotian of local
content through traicing
Ghanaian artisans sand
technicians to handle rthe
technology's deployment and
STEUTICTIAICC

I3 addition, hc susid,
MI is exploring sorlar

for cratcal

the ISA Rogional mecung, the
minister stressed Ghana's
readiness 1o partmer with other
member-countries to wmmckle
Africa’™ cneorgy sccurity

enges. It the conunent is
=) dc\'cl--p and achicve its =at
aspirations, prt:\'(sh)ﬂ of
reliable, dependable and
affordable but clean encpy is

countries. Since its lnunch 1a 2015,
it has pushed for affordable solnr
solutions in dcecvecloping
cconomiies - partculardy in Africa
whore cocrgy access remains low,
Also speaking to reporters
the meocting, ISA Dircctor-
General Ashish Khaennoa
confirmed ratification of the
Allinnce’™s strategy in ‘moving

key. In this casc, soclar fromanmbition toacdon'.
represents the maost viablic He highliphred the Africs
oprion.” he said while Solar Facility, a USS200million

highlighnng Ghana’ ro ~ncwshble
COCTEY Progress,

catalytic fund designed 1o artrace
private sector investment. The

The seventh ISA first USS75million will be
Regionul Committee meoting  opermtionalised before end-2025
foor Africa, hosted in Accma, and is expectex] to leverage over
brough: 1ogether 19 ministers  USSS800mullion of decentrali
arsdd represcnmuves from 39 rencwable encrpy financing,
countrics, The garthering beginmng with Nigena.
sought to accclerate solar Mr, Khanna said the

adoption on the contincat

throogh practcal stmicgies for

cnoergy access, innovation and
resilienoe.
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mecting also uanderscored the
importance of building Jocal
capacity, ‘Twelve soldr sechnobogy
adou resource  centres, he
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Ghana o serve as o hub for
training, testing and voath
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“We also discussed bow
Africann are going to got a lot
muore trained through the
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mamentum for solar as a driver
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rransition and sustainable
developimen: with Ghana
positioning jcself us a
frontranncr in piloting
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overnment says it will
soon roll out solar-
powered irrigation
pumps as part of
efforts to enhance
agricultural productivity.
Minister for Energy and
Green Transition,John Jinapor,
disclosed this at the seventh
meetinfi:f the International
~ Solar Alliance onal
- committee for
. Addressing the

ca.
media, the
that the

sector.
“1 have had very good fruitful
~ discussions with the Director

Solar Alliance], and immediately,
what we want to set forth is to
work to deploy solar irrigation
pumps across the country.

“¥For some part of the
country, for close to like six
months during the dry season,
because our farmers depend
on rain-fed agriculture, they
virtually have nothing to do.”

“India has pioneered it and
we want to learn from them.
They have agreed that they will
wor; and collaborate with us so
that we can install these solar
pumps. By installing these solar
pumps, what will happen is
Ghanaians will be able to engage
in productive all year round
MoUs,” he said.

Th .
Inquisito

Redlefiving
odjectiviry

Gov't to roll out solar-powered
irrigation pumps nationwide

Meanwhile, Director-
General of the International
Solar Alliance, Ashish Khanna,
announced a $200 million facility
to accelerate the adoption of
solar solutions across Africa.

“We were proud and
privileged to have 19 ministers
from African countries and 39
countries represented.They
heard and ratified the strategy of
the International Solar Alliance
of moving from ambition to
action by having the support of
an African solar facility which
is a catalytic finance of $200
million with first $75 million to
be operationalized before the end
of 202s.

“1t will leverage investments
of more than $800 million of
decentralized renewable energy
in private sector of Africa
starting with the first fund in
Nigeria,” he detailed.

At the seventh meeting of the
ISA Regional Committee for the
Africa Region, the Ministerial
Session on the African Solar
Facility (ASF) focused on
mobili domestic finance
to scale solar deployment.The
ASF, a blended catalytic finance

initiative, has been designed
to de-risk solar investments,
mobilize local resources,and
attract private capital.
Ministers and partners
shared perspectives on an
ecosytem approach that
ensures bankability of projects,
emphasizing transparent
procurement, secure payment
systems, and targeted equity
support. Discussions also
highlighted the role of public-
private collaboration and
catalytic finance in accelerating
large-scale deployment.

The session highlighted
leveraging local financial
systems to support renewable
energy investment, reinforcing
public-private partnerships for
project implementation and
using catalytic finance to crowd
in private sector resources.

The discussions concluded
that the ASF will serve as a
key instrument for scalable,
sustainable, and bankable solar
projects, advancing ISA’s focus
on action-oriented, country-led
implementation.

Cedi's world-beating‘
performance upended
by surge in imports|

surge in demand for
dollars by companies
paying for imports
before the year-end
oliday season has
ended the Ghanaian cedi’s world-

central bank is trying to meet all
demand.”

The cedi traded 0.1% weaker
at 11.9507 per dollar by 1:50 a.m.
in Accra.On a year-to-date basis,
it’s gained 23%.
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‘© By Jennifer Ambolley,

jenniferambolley88@gmail.com

inister for Et;erg' and Green
Transition, John Abdulai Jina-

por, has called on African nations
to urgently transform the continent’s vast ©

solar potential into concrete projects,

~warning that failure to act would deepen

inequality in global energy access.

“Expanding solar capacity is not ong' an
environmental necessity, but also a significant
socio-economic opportunity,” Mr Jinapor de-
clared, as he chaired the opening of the Sev-

International Solar
rional Committee for

enth Meeting of
Alliance (ISA)

Africa in Accra on Wednesday, September S

2025. as ™

“About 600-million people in Africa do
" not have access to electricity. Africa repre-
- sents 17 percent of the world’s population,

yetconsumespst4pacentofglobdenetgy
ﬂusgaplsourcollectwer i~
said.

bﬂtty,
" He stressed that Ghana, which currently

ering that brought together African ministers,
international partners, and energy experts to
discuss strategies for scaling up clean power.
He urged the private sector’to step in, noting
that attracting capital, lowering risk premi-
ums, and reforming regulatory frameworks
would be key to unlocking Africa’s solar rev-
olution.

Foreign Affairs Minister, Samuel Okudze-

‘toAblakwa, backed the call, stressing that

Africa’s economic growth depends on sus-
tainable energy.

“Partnerships formed at events like this
can play a crucial role in harnessing our solar

potential. With adequate financing and strate-

gic collaborations, Africa can exceed the cur-
rent 2 percent threshold of global clean
energy investment. Ghana is ready to set the
pace,” he said.

Madam Damnlola Ogunblyl. CEO and

Special Representative of the UN Secretary-
General for Sustainable Energy for All, de-
scribed solar as the “fastest and least-cost
path” to electrify underserved communities.
But she warned against the continent’s
continued energy injustice: “The average
African, even when connected, uses about
400 kilowatt-hours of energy compared to
13,000 kilowatt-hourssin the United States.
This is unjust and cannot be part-of our transi-
tion story. Africa must invest in Africa.”
Global Support
ISA’s co-presidents, France and India, re-
iterated their support for Africa’s energy am-
bitions. France’s Ambassador to Ghana, H.E.
Jules Armand Beaussieux, pledged his coun-
try’s commitment to renewable energy invest-
ments that advance climate resilience,
industrial development, and job creation.
lnd'la s High Commissioner, H.E. Manish

Gupta, tied Africa’s efforts to India’s “One
Sun, One World, One Grid” initiative, point-
ing to concrete areas of collaboration such as
distributed solar projects, solar home lighting,
clean cooking solutions, and healthcare apph—
cations.

ISA Director General Ashish Khanna rsed
the platform to unveil the Alliance’s new
“Moving from Ambition to Action™ strategy.
He said the approach would focus on innova-
tive financing, public-private implementation
partnerships, and building local capacity to
ensure that African nations can develop solu-
tions tailored to their own'needs.

- *“Access to energy is a fundamental
human right,” Khanna reminded delegates.

Key Outcomes

The Accra meeting produced several
major outcomes:

» Country Partnership Ftameworks (CPF):
Ghana, ngena. and The Gambia formalised
frameworks aligning solar pohcm with na-
tional goals.

- Solar for Agriculture: Expansion of
solar-powered irrigation and cold storage to
reduce Africa’s USD 400 billion food import
bill while creating rural jobs.

" serves as ISA’s African Vice President along-

~ side Seychelles, is committed to working with
: memba' states to-ensure energy aspirations

" are translated into bankable, financed projects

ﬂle
gn ‘ground. =
Jimporsrumrkssetﬂ:emneforagath

« Africa Solar Facility: A $200 million cat-
alytic fund, managed by Africa50, expected
to mobilise more than 20 times this amount in
private investment.

- Digital Transformation: Introduction of
Al-driven tools and digital “twins™ of energy
systems to boost efficiency and reliability.

cm K [
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International Solar Alliance, African leaders
unite to drive solar power adoption

BY KINGSLEY ASARE

HE Seventh Mecting of the
International Solar Alliance (ISA)

Regional Commuitree for Africa
opened in Accra on Wednesday with
a call on African countries 1o scale up
Investments in solar energy to accelerate
the continent’s energy rransition and
sustainable development.

The three-day meeting, attended by
Ministers, development parters, private
sector actors and international organisa-
dons, is discussing strategies o expand
energy access, promote solar innovation

e N

and strengthen climate-resilient growth.

Opening the meeting, the Minister of
Energy and Green Transinon, and Chair
of the Regional Commuttee for Africa,
Msr John Abdulai Jinapor, said expanding
Sl)l:lr (‘apzlcll} was nor 'If\l\ an environ-
mental necessity but also a socio-eco
NOMIC Opportuniry to arract greater
private capital” he stated.

The Chief Executive Officer of
Sustmainable Encrpy for All, Ms Damilola
Ogunbiyi, said solar remained the least-
cost and fastest path to expand energy
access on the continent. She observed
thar while the average African consumed ‘

= Mr Jinapor (seated third from right), Mr Terkper (fifth from left) and Mr Khanna

with some dignitaries at the

ceremony Photo: Ebo Gorman

about 400 kilowatc-hours of elecrricity
annually, consumption i the United
States stood at 13,000. She urged Afri-
can governments 1o streamline licensing
regimes and unlock tanffs to encourage
private sector participation.

The Ambassador of France to Ghana,
Mr Jules Armand Beaussieux, reaffirmed
France's support for renewable energy
deployment in Africa, while the Indian
High Commissioner to Ghana, Mr Man-
ish Gupia, said India’s “One Sun, One
World, One Grid” initadve aligned with
Africa’s energy transition ambitions.

The Director-General of the ISA, Mr
Ashish Khanna, said access to energy
was a fundamental human right. He ex-
plained that ISA’s new strategy, “Moving
from Ambiton 1o Acton”, sought to
mobilise investment, innovare financing
and build lecal capacity to support mem-
ber countries.

Key announcements at the meeting
included the signing of Country Part-
nership Frameworks berween Ghana,
Nigerna and The Gambia to support
solar rooftop systems, community mini-
grids and agriculture-driven applications.
ISA also signed a Memorandum of

Cooperation with the African School
of Regulation to strengthen regulatorsy
frameworks and knowledge exchange

Addinonally, ISASs Africa Solar Facil
ity, managed by Africa50, was launched
with $200 million in catalytic financing,
expected to mobilise up to 20 tmes
that amounr in private capital. Nigeria's
Sovereign Investment Authority bas
committed up o $150 million o the
initative.

Addressing the gathering on behalf
of President joha Mahama, Mr Seth
Terkper, Presidential Advisor, said
Africa’s abundant solar resources offered
an extraordinary opportunity to create
jobs, improve energy access and foster
economic growth.

“With nearly 60 per cene of the
world’s best solar resources, Africa can
leapfrog traditonal energy pathways and
emerge as a leader in distributed rencew-
able energy,” he stated.

The ISA, esmblished in 2015 by India
and France, curtently has 124 member
and signatory counitries, including 39
from Africa. Its mission is to unlock
investment in solaf power and promote
its use across agriculture, healthcare,
transport and power generation to
drive inclusive development and climate

resilience.
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he Seventh Meeting of

the International Solar

Alliance (ISA)

Regional - Committee

for Africa began on
Wednesday in Accra, Ghana,
mar}(ing a new cpoch of transfor-
mative action in the continent's
solar transition and sustainable
energy development. The event
gathered Member Countries from
across Africa and international
partners to discuss actionable
strategics for energy access, solar
innovation, and climate-resilient
growth,

John Abdulai Jinapor, the Minister
of Encrgy and Green Transition,
Ghana, and Chair of the Seventh
Meeting of the  Regional
Committee for Africa, stated in his
address that expanding solar
capacity is not only an cnviron-
mental necessity but also a signif-
icant socio-economic opportunity,
"Advancing Africa's energy transi-
tion is central to sustainable
growth and shared prosperity," he
said. a

"About 600 million people in
Africa do not have access to elec-
tricity. Africa represents 17% of
the world's population, yet con-
sumes just 4% of the world's encr-
¢y. Bridging this gap is our collcc-
tive opportunity: transforming
pipelinc projects into bankable

HERALD s

I [ruth Stands I

Solar Alliance Leaders Want Urgent

Action for 600m Africans Wi

out Power

ones, providing low-risk premi-
ums, and attracting greater private
capital," he added, expressing
Ghana's commitment 10 working
closely with every member state to
ensure that cnergy aspirations
translate into financed projects on
the ground. Ghana and Seychelles
serve as vice presidents of the ISA
in the African Region,

Ghana's Honorable Minister of
Forcign Affairs, Samuel Okudzeto
Ablakwa, cmphasised that cco-
nomic growth should rely on a
dependable, clean, and sustainable

encrgy supply, Speaking about the
importance of collaborative efforts
in the transition to clean energy, he
stated, "Partnerships formed at
events like this can play a crucial
role in harnessing this potential,
With adequate financing and
strategic collaborations, we can
achicve Africa's goal of execeding
the current 2% threshold of global
clean energy investment, Ghana is
ready to take action und set an
example that we all deserve."

In recent decades, most clectricity
conncctions in sub-Saharan Africa

have come from solar power and
other rencwable energy sources,
according fo  Ms  Damilola
Ogunbiyi, CEO and Special
Representative of the UN
Secretary-General for Sustainable
Energy for All, She stressed that
solar is the fastest, least-cost path
to reach the underserved.

"The average African, even when
connected, uses about 400 kilo-
walt-hours of energy compared to
13,000 kilowatt-hours in the
United States. This is unjust and
cannot be part of our transition
story. Africa must invest in Africa.
Sovereign wealth institutes, pen-
sion funds, and local banks hold
the capital to fund distributed
renewable  energy  projects.
Governments must  streamline
licenses and unlock tariffs to scale
private sector participation,” she
said,

Representing - France,  which
shares  co-presidency of the
International Solar Alliance (ISA)
with India, H.E. Jules Armand
Beaussicux, the Ambassador of
France to Ghana, emphasised that

solar energy is cssential for
addressing climate change while
also promoting industrial develop-
ment, energy security, and job cre-
ation. "France is committed to
supporting rencwable cnergy in
Africa through significant invest-
ments and collaboration with the
ISA," he said.

Manish  Gupta, the High
Commissioner of India to Ghana,
emphasised India's commitment to
sustainable energy. He stated,
"India's vision of 'One Sun, Onc
World, One Grid" aligns with ener-
gy transition strategics aimed at
providing clean and reliable encr-
gy to millions, We are supporting
various initiatives, including dis-
tributed solar projects, solar home
lighting, solar water pumps, clean
cooking solutions, and healthcare
applications."

In his inaugural address, ISA
Director General Mr Ashish
Khanna emphasised that access to
energy is a fundamental human
right. He pointed out the signifi-
cant gap in clean cnergy invest-
ment in Africa compared to global
standards,  "ISA's  strategy,
‘Moving from Ambition to Action,
aims to establish implementation

Cont’d On Page §
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partnerships, innovate financing
methods, and strengthen local
capacities. The ISA strategy of
implementation partnership is
aligned with M300 cnabling pri-
vate sector ccosystem in countrics,
Our goal is to empower countrics
to develop their own solutions," he
stated. The Director General also
mentioned that ISA will engage in
in-depth discussions to outline
actionable steps for cach Member
Country in the region.

Ghana, Nigeria, and The Gambia
formalised CPFs with 1SA to align
solar policies with national energy
goals. These frameworks focus on
solar rooftops, community mini-
grids, agriculture-driven applicu-
tions, institutional capacity build-
ing, and National Focal Point
Support Units for implementation.

Memorandum of Cooperation
with  African  School  of
Regulation: The  partnership
strengthens  solar  deployment
through regulatory development,
capacity building, knowledge
exchange, and funding mobilisa-
tion for member countries.

Initiatives across Africa, such as
solar-powered irrigation and agri-
cultural applications, aim to
enhance productivity, food securi-
ty, and rural livelihoods.
Expanding solar-powered irriga-
tion and cold storage could help
reduce Africa's annual food import
bill of USD 400 billion, create

Solar Alliance Leaders Want Urgent

Action for 600m Africans Without Power

rural jobs, and strengthen climate
resilience.

ISA Alignment with Mission 300:
ISA has aligned itsclf strategically
with Mission 300, an initiative
aimed at  accelerating  solar
deployment, encouraging private
investment, and improving liveli-
hoods across the continent.
"Programs like Mission 300, sup-
ported by $48 billion in conces-
sional funding. demonstrate the
power of public-private partner-
ships to clectrify 300 million
Africans." said Ogunbiyi.

ISA's Africa Solar Facility man-
aged by AfricaS0 is designed as a
catalytic instrument to de-risk
investments and unlock private
capital for solar across the conti-
nent. Leveraging $200 million in
catalyuie finance, the facility is
expected o mobilise over 20
times - private sector invesl-
ments 1 decentralised renewable
encrgy. NSIA of Nigeria has com-
mitted $100-150 million in sover-
eign wealth to the initiative,
which will become operational
before the end of the year.

ISA is advancing Al-driven tools
and digital twins of power distri-
bution systems—virtual models
that map cvery assct and process
within a utility, These tools help
identify incfliciencics, improve

dispatch of rooftop solar, storage,
and utility-scale plants, and ulti-
mately lower costs while enhanc-
ing reliability.

Africa's energy transition is being
led by African countries, with
support from ISA as a Global
South-led institution. The empha-
sis 15 on equitable access, local
capacity building through a net-
work of Solar Application
Resource Centres (STAR-Cs), and
innovative technologies to ensure
no community is left behind.

During the opening ceremony of
the Africa Regional Committee
Mecting, Seth Terkper, the eco-
nomic advisor to His Excellency
the President of the Republic of
Ghana, highlighted Africa's ener-
gy potential. He stated, "Africa
has an extraordinary opportunity
to harness its abundant solar
resources to drive economic
growth, create jobs, and improve
energy access for millions,
Strategic partnerships, capacity
building, and innovative financ-
ing models are critical to acceler-

ating solar adoption."

He said, "With nearly 60% of the
world's best solar resources,
Africa can 4eapfrog traditional
encrgy pathways and become a
global leader in distributed renew-
able energy solutions."

The Regional Committees of the
ISA meet annually, chaired by two
Vice Presidents from the Region,
and aim to assess and discuss
progress, challenges, and opportu-
nities related to ISA's program-
matic support, flagship initiatives,
partnerships, private  sector
engagements, and work plan for
the Region. A significant goal of
the Regional Committee Meetings
is smooth coordination among the
Region’s Member Countries. At
present, the Africa Region hosts
39 Member Countries and 07
Signatory Countries.

The International Solar Alliance is
a global initiative launched in
2015 by India and France at
COP21 in Paris. It has 124
Member and Signatory Countries.
The Alliance works with govern-
ments 1o improve energy access
and security worldwide and pro-
motes solar power inable
transition to a clean cnergy future.
ISA’s mission is to unlock inyest-
ments in solar energy while
reducing the cost of technology
and financing it. It promotes the
use of solar energy in agriculture,
healthcare, transportation, and
power generation sectors.

ISA Member Countrics are driv-
ing change by enacting policies
and regulations, sharing best prac-
tiges, agrecing on common Stan-

dards, and mobilising invest-
ments. Through this work, ISA
has identified, designed and tested
new business models for solar
projects; supported governments
to make their energy legislation
and policies solar friendly through
Ease of Doing Solar analytics and
advisory; pooled demand for solar
technology from different coun-
tries; and drove down costs;
improved access to finance by
reducing the risks and making the
sector more attractive to private
investment; increased access to
solar training, data and insights
for solar engineers and energy
policymakers.

With its advocacy for solar-pow-
ered solutions, ISA aims to trans-
form lives, bring clean, reliable,
and affordable energy to commu-
nities worldwide, fuel sustainable
growth, and improve quality of
life.

On 6 December 2017, 15 coun-
tries signed and ratified the ISA
Framework Agreement, making
ISA the first international inter-
governmental organisation head-
quartered in India. ISA is partner-
ing with multilateral development
banks (MDBs), development
financial institutions (DFIs), pri-
vale and public sector organisa-
tions, civil society, and other
international  institutions  to
deploy cost-effective and trans-
formational solutions through
solar energy, especially in the
least  Developed  Countries
(LDCs) and the Small Island
Developing States (SIDS).
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Let’s harness vast solar resources for accelerated devt

BY KINGSLEY ASARE

HE President, John Dramani

Mahama, has called for stronger

ACOuab()tam »n among African
countries to harness the continent’s vast
solar resources to accelerate develop-
ment and guarantee energy security.

He said despite Africa possessing
60 per cent of the world’s best solar
resources, it accounts for only three per
cent of global solar photovoltaic (PV)
capacity.

““This imbalance must change. Africa
needs about $90 to $100 billion annu-
ally to achieve universal energy access
by 2030, yet we attract less than three
per cent of global clean energy invest-
ments,” the President said in a speech
read on his behalf by the Presidential
Advisor on the Economy, Mr Seth
Terkper, at the opening of the Seventh
Meeting of the International Solar
Alliance (ISA) Regional Committee for
Africa in Accra yesterday.

The three-day conference, on the
theme “Catalysing Solar Investments
and Instirutdonal Capacity across the
Continent;” is expected to explore fi-
nancing, technology and policy interven-
tions to scale up solar adoption.

—President

It would consider catalytic financing,
capacity building, digitalisation, and
technology policies to accelerate solar
deployment across the continent.

As part of the programme, Ghana,
The Gambia and Nigeria signed a pact
to collaborate on solar energy develop-
ment.

President Mahama said the cost of
solar PV had fallen by 85 per cent in
the last decade, making it the cheapest
source of electricity in many regions.

“In 2024, global investment in solar
reached a record $521 billion. Africa
received about $40 billion, up from $2.6
billion in 2021, but this is still woefully
inadequate given the scale of our needs,”
he stated.

He stressed that concessional financ-
ing and innovative domestic funding
mechanisms were critical.

The Minister of Energy and Green
Transition, Mr John Jinapor, said Africa
had a dual responsibility to acknowledge
progress while addressing challenges.

“Too often, we dwell on what is not
working, By the end of 2024, Africa’s
installed solar capacity had reached 14.3

\ gigawatts, with South Africa, Egypt,
Morocco, Tunisia, Algeria, Kenya and
Ghana emerging as leaders,” he said.

Mr Jinapor said Ghana currently ‘
had 200 megawatts of installed solar |
PV capacity, with another 400 mega- [
watts expected by 2026. He noted that |
government had launched a $3.4 billion |

five-year renewable energy action plan
to add 1,400 megawatts of new capacity
by 2030, alongside initiatives such as
installing 100,000 solar streetlights, 2,500
water pumping units for smallholder
farmers, and 400 mini-grids for island
communities.

“We require about $50 billion annually
to meet Africa’s energy needs but cur-
rently mobilise only $10 billion. Clearly,
private sector investment is indispens-

able if we are to bridge the gap,” he said.

The Director-General of ISA, Mr
Ashish Khanna, emphasised the urgency
of moving from ambition to action.

“Energy is 2 human right. Less than
two per cent of global clean energy
investment reaches Africa. That is not
acceptable. Implementation partner-
ships, innovation in financial structures
and strengthening research institutions
are the only way out of energy poverty,”
he said.

Mr Seth Terkper addr—es”sing participants at the conference Photo: Ebo Gorman
) e e
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oday, Tuesday,
September 2,
2025, Acera the
capital city of
Ghana, is at the
centre of Africa's clean
energy revolution as the
International Solar Alliance
(ISA) convenes its Seventh
Africa Regional Committee
Meeting (RCM). Ministers,
diplomats, energy experts,
and private sector leaders
from across the continent
have gathered under the
theme “Catalysing Solar
Investments and Institutional
Capacity across the
Continent " to accelerate
solar-powered development
and drive Africa's energy
transformation.
The event is hosted by
Ghana's Minister of Energy

and Green Transition, Abdual

John Jinapo, alongside ISA's
Director General Ashish
Khanna.

Together, they are
spearheading discussions on
how Africa, home to the

world's highest solar potential =28 \

but also 600 million people

still living without electricity, B

LT

can shift from ambition to
action.

Accra Hosts ISA'S §
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Abdual John Jinapo, Ghana's Minister (N
of Energy and Green Transmon e

allies Nations to Catalyse
ce, Skills, aml Innuualmn

| Shaping Africa's Solar
Future
| Guided by ISA's four pillar;
| Catalytic Finance, Global
Capability & Digitisation,
Technology & Policy
Roadmaps, and Regional
Engagement, the Accra RCM
is more than a technical
forum. It is a platform to align
Africa's solar ambitions with
the SDG 7 universal energy
access goal and the Paris
Agreement climate targets

side events, and technical
sessions, participants are
expected to produce
actionable roadmaps, new
financing partnerships, and
stronger institutional
frameworks to make Africa’s
solar promise a reality.

ISA's Director General,
Ashish Khagna

ahe Natinnal

Accra Hosts ISA's Seventh
noglnnal commitleo Meeting

Through high-level dialogues,

INgUIrS T

airer democratic governance without fear or favour

“This must change. Through
platforms like Mission 300,

financiers, and innovators
together to unlock private-
sector-led investments,
strengthen policies and
institutions, and build local
capacity.”

Catalytic Finance:

Projects
A central focus of the Accra

to overcome persistent
barriers such as high
perceived risks and
underdeveloped markets, ISA
will spotlight instruments
including the Africa Solar
Facility (ASF), a USD 200
million blended finance

Trust Fund (MDTF), which
provides USD 25 million in
technical assistance,

These tools aim to de-risk
investments, attract
Development Finance

stressed aneaa Ol the meeting.

we are bringing governments,

Unlocking Billions for Solar

meeting is mobilising finance |

vehicle, and the Multi-Donor

| deployment,

TUESDAY EDITION
Tuesday, September 2-
Wednesday, September 3 -2025

(DFIs), and

{vate capital,
Wfrican

s with sovereign
pension funds.
Building Africa's Solar
Workforce and Institutions
The continent's modest share
of clean energy investments
has slowed job creation, with
Just 324,000 renewable
energy jobs recorded in Africa
in 2023 (IRENA, 2024). To
counter this, ISA is expanding
its Solar Technology

| Application Resource

Centres (STAR-C), ten of
which are already operational,

| to provide labs, training, and

innovation support.
Partnerships with the Indian
Institute of Technology

' Delhi, France's INES, and

the National Power Training
Institute will be leveraged to
create a Global Capability
Centre, connecting African
institutions with cutting-edge
digital solutions.

The Mission 300 initiative
will also build National
Delivery Units, equipping a
new generation of skilled
professionals to drive

Solar for Food Security and
Rural Livelihoods

With 95% of Alrican
farmland dependent on
rainfall and over USD 400
billion spent annually on food
imports, solar ehergy offers a
lifeline for agriculture. ISA's
Scaling Solar Applications
for Agricultural Use
(SSAAU) programme will be
showcased, with solutions
such as solar irrigation and
cold storage systems. These
are designed to reduce post-
harvest losses, boost yields,
and create rural
jobs—directly linking encrgy
access to food security.

For nlslrlbilllnncallf

055 542 2226
055 595 3741

Digitalisation and AT: Smart
Solar for Smart Growth

ISA lcaders emphasise that
digital transformation is not
optional but foundational. Al-
driven energy management
systems, digital twins, and e-
procurement platforms can
cut global grid costs by USD
1.8 trillion by 2050 (IEA,

2023).

The Accra sessions will
explore how Africa can
leapfrog to Al-enabled energy
systems, closing the digital
divide while building
inclusive, resilient grids.

About the International
Solar Alliance (ISA)
Launched at COP21 in Paris
in 2015 by India and France,
ISA now counts 124 Member
and Signatory Countries.
Headquartered in India, it
works with governments,
multilateral development
banks, DFIs, civil society, and
the private sector to scale solar
solutions, lower costs, de-risk
investments, and build global
solar markets.
By pooling demand, designing
innovative business models,
and supporting enabling
policies, ISA is driving the
global transition to solar
power, making energy more
affordable and accessible,
particularly in developing
nations.
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resident John
Dramani
Mahama has
called on
African nations
{o take decisive steps in
leading the global shift o
rencwable energy,
stressing the continent’s
yast solar potential and the
urgent need for greater
jnvestment,
Delivering his keynote
address—read on his
ehalf by Presidential
Advisor on the Economy,

News Link

Mr. Seth Terkper—at the
opening of the Seventh
[nternational Solar
Alliance (ISA) Regional
Committee Meeting for
| Africa in Accra, President
Mahama said Africa could
' ot afford to lag behind in
. the global solar revolution.
He noted that while solar
energy is projected 1o
account for more than 60%
* of new global power
capacity by 2030, Africa
currently atiracts less than
39 of global clean energy

Mahama Urges Airica
i lobal Solat Revolution

investment, “The continent
holds 60% of the worlds
best solar resources but
accounts for only 3%
global solar PV capacit,”
e lamented.

The President urged
African energy leaders to
focus on practical solutions
for financing, skills
development, and digital
innovation, while also
[everaging artificial
inteligence 10 acoelrate
progess. He outlined
Ghan's *24 Plus Ecanomy

V4o

to Lead

Agenda” and Energy
Transition Framework,
targeting net zero
emissions by 2070 and 21

gigawatts of solar capacity

*Africa requires about
1S90 billion annually to
achieve universal energy
acoess by 2030, Mahama
said, calling for
concessional financing,
risk-sharing mechanisi,
and partnerships (hat
empower Aftca's youlh
He concluded with
rallying call:

“The sun shines on all of
us equally, but its promise
can only be fully realised if
we hamess it together.”
Implications:
If Africa rises to Mahama's
challenge, the continent
could reposition itself as 2
global energy powerhouse,
attract billions in green
investment, and create
miltions of jobs for its
youth. For Ghana,
prioritising solar energy
could lower electricity
costs, boost
industrialisation, and
reduce dependence on
fossil el
imports—cementing the
country's place as a leader

,‘ in A&ipa's energy

‘ {ransition.

.

hana has
reaffirmed 1ty
commitment
1o advamcing
renewable
cenerg _\
development
in parthership with the
International Solar Alliance
(1SA), s e country hottad the
Seventh Mecting of the SA
Regional Commitiee for Africa m
Agcre
Speaking ut a press comfrrence
after the mecting, the Misster for
Energy and CGiteen  Tmnsition,
Hon, Jotin Abdulai Jissapor, who
alsp chaired the sexsion,
Cihana's readiness b
collaborate with ccgional and
global parmers fo accelerste
atceds to clom and affordable
energy scrnss the continent
He emphasized Ghatia's progress
in achicving near-universal
potess to elecricity and stable
power supply, with surplus
exported to neighboring
cotintrics. The government'
viston, he said, i to sclieve ol
legst 10" of ity energy mix trom
ronewables, excluding  hydid
potential
Qutlining  key wmmnatives Mi
Jinaport revealed plans to deploy

Dériocrat

solar irrigation pumps
nstipwide 1o address the
semvonsl challenges of min-fed
agriculture. This, be explained,
would empower farmers 10
epgage In ye sr-round
production. The miustve
pronecred by [ndia, will inglude
irsining Ghanaian artisns and

techniciany 10 ¢nsure loew!

Thursday,4th September, 2025

content and sustainability

Additionally, Ghans will
expand solar rooftop
{nstullutions for critical
mstitutions and roll out off-grid
splutions fo improve rural
atcess, “Solar ha proven tobea
game  changer, and through
these collaborstions, we can
transform agricuiture, ndustry

und livelihoods,” the Minister said.
Director Gienetal of the 1SA, Mr
Ashish Khannu, hailed the sccess of
the meeting, which brought together
19 African mimsters and delegates
from 39 countries. He anpounced the
establishment of a 5200 million
Africa Solar Facility, with the first
§75 million expected to be
apeentionalized by the end of 2025

m

up 12 Solar Tech:
Resource  Cenler
nig oie i Ghana, 1

addition, he sald ISA will
capacity building through 1
Progratis digitization, and Al-driven
innovations (o
behind it the energy
Highlighting the u [
up (nvestment, he noted that while
$2.2 tillion was invested n clean
energy globally last year, only %
winl 1o Africa, despite 680 million
people Jacking nccess o electricity
“This is pot scceptable,” Mr. Khansa
stressed, pledging ISA'S commitment
to partner with African couniries 1
achieve faster cnerzy access and
reduced costs

Both leaders welcomed the signing of
new country partvership frameworks
with (bana, Nigeria, and The
Gambia, which will guide detailed
renowable energy strafegies over the
next three tofive yean.

The Accratneeting reinfarced Africa’s
collective detenmination 1o shifi from
ambition 10 action in sddressing the
continent's energy security and
|u\u1mlllcdt\“|“l"“"““w|"“iﬁ
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detailed expenditure

processes for Ghana's -
national football teams, a ama a s 0' rlca “ ea
particularly the Black

Stars, in line with President John Dramani

Addressing the media in Accra, the
Minister emphasized that taxpayers
deserve to know how funds allocated to
national teams are spent,i:'gspecially as

LI
Mahama's directive for transparency in
sports financing,

resident John Dramani
Mahama has urged
African nations to position
themselves at the forefront
of the global renewable
energy revolution,
stressing that the continent
must not remain a follower in the transition
tocleanenergy.
Delivering a keynote address through his
Presidential Advisor on the Economy,
Hon. Seth Terkper, at the Tth Africa
Regional Committee “Meeting of the
International Selat. Alfiance (ISA) in
Accra, Mr. Mahama highlighted the
immense potential of solar energy 0 The sun shines on all of us equally, but it
transform Affica's economy. promise can only be fully realized if we
He noted that Africa holds 60% of the ~amessittogether”hesaid.
world's best solar resources yet accounts My, Mahama stressed the urgency of
for just 3% of global solar PV capacity. - increasing financing for Africa's energy

sector, pointing out that while the
continent needs about USS100 billion
annually to meet its renewable targets
by 2030, it currently attracts less than
3%of global clean energy investments.

He called for concessional financing,
risk-sharing mechanisms to lower
capital costs, technology transfer,
and skills development programs to
empowerAfrica's youth to lead in the
solarera.

Touching on Ghana's energy vision,
Mr. Mahama outlined the Ghana 24
Plus Economy Agenda and the
country's Energy Transition
Framework, which charts a course to
net zero emissions by 2070. He said
Ghana is leveraging solar energy not
only to generate power but also to
drive industrialization, create jobs,
and position itself as a regional
power hub through the West African
PowerPool.

“The Big Push Agenda seeks to tumn
solar energy info a catalyst for
industrialization, transforming it
from a climate solution into a
powerful economic engine,” he
stated. :
Concluding, Mr. Mahama reaffirmed
Ghana's commitment to green
growth and inclusive prosperity,
declaring: “Let us commit here in
Accra that Africa will not be a
follower in the global energy
transition buta leader.”
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explainced. “*“We arc
only to Soecncerate
industriali-

* he
solar mnot
drive jobs.
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By Prince Ahenkorab

hana is steppringz up to the

Gplalc, reads to spearhead A 1—
ricaza's rmonumoental transition
clezn, sustainable

fromm fossil fucels 1o
encrgzy. The nation playced host to

the sceventh mecting of the Intcecrna—
tional Solar Alliance (ISA) Regzional
CCommittcece for thhe Africa regzion, aa
hizh-stakes cvent where key playoers
charted the future of the continent’™s
rencewable energy revolution.
Spcaking on bochalf of President
John IDrarnani Maharna, Presidoen—
tizal Advisor on the IFconormmy, FHon.
Seth Terkper. declarcd that Ghana's
role as host was aa clear signal of the

CChana I.ights OO
Afryrica’s Futuxe!

nation’s commitment to leadings the
charse. IHHe cmphasizced that as zlobal
cnoerzzy domands skyrocket annd the
climnmate crisis intensifies, aa decisive
shift is mno longer an option itTs aan
urZent necessity.

cSolar encerezy now leads the re—
noewable charszze aand is projoected to
e count for over GO%5 Of New power
capacity globally by 2030, Terkper

stated.

HHe hizzhlighted aa staggcering sta—
tistic: in 2024, zlobal investment in
solar encrzy hit aa record-breakins
LISSS521 billion, a figgure that repre—
scents 7220 of all renewable encrgey
investmeoents. This surge is fucled by
fmalling costs and massive capacity
expansions, with China leading the

ppack.

W hile Africa saw ot significant
boost in solar investunient last year,
GJumiping fromm a measly UUS2.6 billion

in 2021 to aa whopping US40 billion
in 20249, the continent still pulls i
less than 326 of zlobal clean ecncerey
investments. Toerkpor stresscd that
Africa neceds about USS 100 billion
annually to hit its rencewable encrsey
targzets by 2030, which is why Ghana
has committed to the A cccoclerated
Partnership for Renewable FEncerszy in
Africa CAPR.A)D. 23

The 7th Africa Regional Cormn-
miittee Mecoting served as aa oritical
platform for encrazy miinisters and
experts from across the continent
to tackle pressing issues head-on. -
including financing, skills develop—
ment, and the intecgration of technol-
o=y like Al into encray systermns. 3

““CHGhana’s pathhway to prospority
centers on the Ghana 24 Plus Econ-
omy Asmcecnda, a forward-lookin
Stratcezy prioritizing resilicnce, inclu-
sivity, and green srowth, Encray is

Ferkper underscored
robust
pPointed owut the stark irmbals
1 enersgy investrment, with
civing just 2-326. To fix
Aallecd for ~urings increascd
developinss k-sharings
calitaats technoloszy

financing.

tious moals reqguire
ince in

Fla
s=laoHal <}
N frica
this Frha <
famnmanacin
Fhranisns, fiac
partnerships. and
[OPrment Pprograrns (o Srmpowenr

sec

T
implementings skills

vouth
thhase semtirmaen
ster of Encergy and Green
Fobirn Abctulai Jinapor, pa
picture: over GOO million
N fricans still five withowut clectric—
ity. and alrmost a billion lack clcan
cooking solfutions. Ffe larmented that
despite boing the sumnmiest comtirsent,
Africa accounts for only 426 of glab—
= ard a mere 6% of

N Frie
Fahoaoings

N i
Tior.,

s> boTrirs

s

=1 Solar gecnocration
Zlobal cnergy use
Finapor hishlishted the dire enersy
ineguity. stating that it reflecss chrom—
ic underinvestrment and struacturasd
barricers. Ffe insisted thar universal
access to cncergy ismTr just a develop—
ment zoal itTs & moral impoerative.
e also championed innowvarive
solutions like Floatines Solasr Photao—
voltaics (FSP V), which utilize rescer—
voirs, canals, and aurban water bodies
to expand energy access withono
competing for land. This technolo=y
evaporation
thhrousi

also helps curb rescervoir
and boosts ecncerey yviclds
natural coolins.

G hana is proud to be
forcfront of this innovatior:.”
announced. “TA pioncerins S NMNOWS
floating solar pilot projoect has baeocrx
scamlessly integrated with the ex—
isting Bui Hydropower Station., and
we are making significant progress
on thhe 30 MW project aat thhe FPonss
Fiydro Rescrvoir™
He concludaed withh a poweaerful »
STTASfTiIicaTs transSition rmust
It mast erxx—

ac the
- Finmapor

messasoe:
transcend mosavswares,
POWEer Our cOIruImuniticos, preserve our

resources, and unlock prospeoerity foro
all. Floating solar is more than jusc
n technolosy: it represcents a unified
TESPOISC Lo O c_ont.inent‘s ProssSings Sy
needs for encergy,. vwater, and food

sccurity. "
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. hana's Minister of
Energy and Green
- Transition, John

bal

S® has urged gl
onal stakeholders

A frica’s

bdulai Jinapor,

o take

srowing eneregy gap,
describing the crisis as
*urgent vet full of
promise.’’

Speaking during the ISA
Floating Solar PV
Framework session in
Accra, Mr. Jinapor
lamented that over 600
million Africans lack
access to electricity,
while nearly one billion
people are without clean
cooking solutions.
“*Africa contributes just
6% of global encregy usc
and emits under 396 of
encrgy-related CO=
emissions, yet our pecoplce
remain in the dark,.”” he
said. Despite being the
sunniest continent, Africa
generates only 4% of

ol 2 =lobal solar power and
receives less than 29 of clean
encrgy investmeoent.

The NMinister identified
underinvestment, uncgual access,
and structural barriers as the main
“obstacles to Africa's growth He

> -

] ster Calls for Bold
Aciion om Africa's Energy Iineqguities

stressaed that energy access was
central to industrialisation, food
sccurity, job creation, and climmarte
resilience.
“*UUniversal access to energy is not
merely a development goals it is &
moral imperative,.”” he declarcd.
Calling for collective resolve, M.
Jinapor said: ““With bold vision
and collaboration, we can
transition from encecrgy poverty 1o
encergy prosperity, forging a
brighter, grecner, and more
resilient future for all.™
Implications:
Mr. Jinapors call undcerscores the
urgency for Africa to overcome
decades of encrgy ncecglect,
Expanding solar and rencwable
projects could unlock industrial
capacity, reduce reliance on
costly fuel imports, and attract
private sector investiment. Beyond
economics, bridging the energy
divide would uplift millions from
poverty, empower schools and
hospitals, and make Afri a
serious player in the global clean
encrgy race. -
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Ghana Hosts Africa Renewable Energy
Forum, Calls for Major Boost in Solar
Investments

Accra, Ghana - Ghana reaffirmed its commitment to leading Africa’s renewable energy
revolution as it hosted the Seventh Meeting of the International Solar Alliance (ISA)
Regional Committee for the Africa Region. The event brought together energy ministers,
technocrats, and international partners to address the continent’s urgent need for clean
energy solutions and increased investment in solar power.

Seth Emmanuel Terkper, Economic Advisor to the President of Chana, opened the forum
by highlighting Ghana's achievements in hydro and solar power, including the Akosombo
Dam project. He emphasized the nation's determination to drive Africa's transition from
fossil fuels to sustainable energy sources, noting that effective leadership and innovative
financing strategies are essential for success.

Despite Africa possessing 60% of the world's best solar resources, the continent currently
attracts less than 3% of global clean energy investments. Terkper stressed that Africa needs
$100 billion annually to meet its renewable energy targets by 2030, yet current investments
fall far short. He called for a clear roadmap to catalyze solar investments, build workforce
capacity, and integrate digital innovation and artificial intelligence into energy systems.



https://www.africanewsgh.net/2025/09/ghana-hosts-africa-renewable-energy.html
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International Solar Alliance and
African Leaders Unite in Accra to
Chart Pathways for Africa’s Solar
Future

@ John Awuni 16 hours ago M350 M6 minutes read

N > [ =

The Seventh Meeting of the Inermational olar Allance (54) Regional Commitee for Afia began on
Wednescay I Acca, Ghana, marking & new epach ofransfomatve acion nthe contnent's slar transition
a0 sustainable energy development. The event gathered Memoer Countres from across Afica and
Intematonl partners to ciscuss actonabl srategies fr enerqy access, Slar innovation, and lme-

esllent grond
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Energy Minister Leads Call for Action
as African Solar Future Takes Center

Stage in Accra

Ey Ebenerer Madugu

Chairing the high-level gathering, Hon. Jinapor emphasised that Africa’s energy transition is

both a necessity and a major economic opportunity.

"With 600 million Africans lacking electricity, and the continent consuming just 4% of global

energy, this is our moment to transform pipeline projects into bankable realities,” - he said.

The three-day meeting has drawn representatives from across the continent, as well as

international partners including France and India.

Discussions are focused on accelerating solar deployment, unlocking private capital, and

enhancing energy access for millions.

Ghana's Foreign Affairs Minister, Hon. Samuel Okudzeto Ablakwa, highlighted the

importance of reliable, sustainable energy for Africa’s economic development.

"With the right partnerships and financing, we can lift Africa’s share of global clean energy

investment above the current 2%),” Hon. Ablakwa said.

Key outcomes so far include the formalisation of solar cooperation frameworks with Ghana,
Nigeria, and The Gambia, and announcements around ISA’s Africa Solar Facility, which is

expected to mobilise over $4 billion in private investment.



https://atinkaonline.com/energy-minister-leads-call-for-action-as-african-solar-future-takes-center-stage-in-accra/
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Ghana pushes $3.4bn solar plan at ISA
Africa Meetmg

® SAMIRATU SULLAIMAN (® SEPTEMBE 2025

The high-level gathering brought together resional leaders, policymakers, and global
nartners to drive solar nvestment, strengthen istitutions, and advance technological
Innovation across Africa.

[SA's Director General, Ashish Khanna, stressed the urgency of scaling up clean energy

financing on the continent

“Africa receives less than 2% of global clean energy investments, even as over 600 million
neaple remain without access to electricity despite the continent’s vast solar potential
This must change. At the Regional Committeg Meeting in Accra, we are moving from
ambition to action,” he said.



https://onlinetimesgh.com/2025/09/04/ghana-pushes-3-4bn-solar-plan-at-isa-africa-meeting/
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Foreign Minister Okudzeto Calls for
Bold Partnerships to Power Africa’s
Solar Future

Oy Ebenezer Madugu seplie
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Ghana's Minister for Foreign Affairs, Hon. Samuel Okudzeto Ablakwa, has called for
stronger international partnerships and increased financing to drive Africa’s transition to
clean energy, as he addressed delegates at the Seventh Meeting of the International Solar

Alliance (ISA) Regional Committee for Africa in Accra on Wednesday.

Speaking to representatives from over 40 African countries and global partners, Hon.
Ablakwa stressed that sustainable economic growth on the continent must be built on a

foundation of reliable and renewable energy.

“With the right collaborations, we can surpass Africa’s current 2% share of global clean

energy investment. Ghana is ready to lead by example,” - he said.

The high-level meeting, hosted by Ghana and co-chaired by Energy Minister Hon. John

Abdulai Jinapor, focused on translating Africa’s vast solar potential into real-world projects.



https://atinkaonline.com/foreign-minister-okudzeto-calls-for-bold-partnerships-to-power-africas-solar-future/
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ISA, African leaders convene in Accra to shape solar future

The Seventh Megting of the Intemational Sofar Aliance: (15A) Regional Commities for Afica began on Wednesday September 3, 2025, in Accra, Ghana, marking 2 new epoch of ransfomative acfion in he
confinent's soir ransition and sustainatle energy development

The event gathered Member Counties fom across Afica and intemational partners to discuss actionable strategies for energy access, solarinnovation and cimate-resilent growth.

Jofin Abilai Jipor, Ghana's Minister of Energy and Green Transition and Chalr of the Seventh Mezting o the Regional Commitee for Afca, stated In his address thel expanding salar capachy & notonly

an envionmental necessit but also a signfcant socio-economic opportunty.

"Advancing Africa's energy transiton s central to sustainable growh and shared prosperty" e said.

"About 600 millon people in Afica do not have access to electicy. Afica represents 17% o the worle's popuion et consumes just 4% of the world's energy.

Gov't signs deal with ISA to roll out
solar irrigation

pumps

September 5, 2025
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